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1 . IN A FOLLOWUP TO DELIVERY OE SECDEF BROWN'S LETTER 

TO MOD VANDEN BOEYNANTS (REETEL), WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
BY THE MEMBER OF VANDEN BOEYNANTS' CABINET WHO EOLLOWS 
HAWK (COLONEL GILBERT DUPONT) THAT THE MINISTER EXPECTS 
THE USG TO EOLLOW UP ON SECRETARY BROWN'S OEEER TO 
NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT. 

2. COMMENT: NEITHER EMBASSY NOR USNATO, WITH WHOM WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED ISSUE, IS BEST PLACED TO IDENTIFY THOSE 
AREAS IN WHICH GOB MIGHT BE MOST COMPETITIVE TO MAKE 
TENDERS EOR POSSIBLE DOD PURCHASES OE BELGIAN-PRODUCED 
DEEENSE ITEMS ON A PARITY WITH THE TENDERS OE US EIRMS. 

WE RECOMMEND THAT THIS AS WELL AS THE MECHANICS EOR 
RECEIVING SUCH BELGIAN TENDERS MIGHT BE AN APPROPRIATE 
SUBJECT EOR EURTHER DISCUSSION WITH THE BELGIANS EITHER 
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BY CORRESPONDENCE OR BY A VISITING DOD MISSION. END 
COMMENT. 

3. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO HF.T TP, SOCIALIST 
DEPUTY LOUIS TOBBACK, WHO IS A MEMBER OE THE CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES' DEEENSE COMMISSION, HAS PUBLISHED A STRONG 
ATTACK ON HELIP WHICH WAS WIDELY REPORTED IN THE BELGIAN 
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PRESS. HIS ATTACK FOCUSED ON (A) THE LACK OE ECONOMIC 
OEFSET AND (B) ALLEGED TECHNICAL DEFICIENCIES IN HELIP. 

IN REGARDS TO THE LATTER HE SAID THAT HELIP WOULD IMPROVE 
HAWK, BUT NOT AT ALTITUDES BELOW 150 METERS WHERE ANY 
ATTACKERS WOULD PENETRATE WESTERN AIR DEEENSES. HE NOTED 
THAT THE CRUISE MISSILE WAS DESIGNED BY THE WEST TO 
OPERATE IN THIS AREA AND THAT THE EAST, IE IT ATTACKED, 

WOULD ALSO USE ALTITUDES BELOW 150 METERS. HE THUS DREW 
THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE WOULD BE NO "60 KM GAP" IN 
WESTERN AIR DEEENSES BECAUSE THERE WAS NO WESTERN 
AIR DEEENSE. TOBBACK WENT ON TO CRITICIZE HAWK'S LACK 
OE MOBILITY AND SAID THAT HELIP WAS NO IMPROVEMENT 
OVER HAWK IN THIS REGARD. COMMENT: TOBBACK WAS 
PRESUMABLY REEERRING TO THE HAWK BELT RATHER THAN TO THE 
HAWK SYSTEM IN HIS CRITICISM OE ITS IMMOBILITY. END 
COMMENT. 

4. DISCUSSING THE HELIP PROGRAM, THE WIDELY READ AND 
RESPECTED WRITER ON DEEENSE ISSUES, HERMAN DE WULE 
WROTE ON DECEMBER 13: "THE TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT IS FIRM: 
NO PARTICIPATION IN HELIP UNLESS THERE IS 100 PER CENT 
INDUSTRIAL COMPENSATION. MINISTER VANDEN BOEYNANTS 
HAS SCRAPED TOGETHER MOOEY FROM THE ARMY, AIR FORCE, 

NAVY AND MEDICAL SERVICE, GOING TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 
MONEY CHEST, AND HAS THUS COLLECTED 4 BILLION BELGIAN 
FRANCS. THE MONEY IS THERE. BUT THE GOVERNMENT DEMANDS 
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COMPENSATIONS BEFORE IT IS SPENT. IT HAS BECOME AN ARTI- 
CLE OF FAITH FOR THE BELGIAN SOCIALISTS. . .." 

CHAMBERS 
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